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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I—NAME 


This Society shall be called the American Physical Society. 


ARTICLE II—Opsyjectr 


The object of the Society shall be the advancement and diffusion of the knowl- 
edge of physics. 
ARTICLE III—FEeLLowsHip AND MEMBERSHIP 


1. The membership of the Society shall consist of fellows, members, and honorary 
members. 

2. There shall be elected to fellowship only such persons as have contributed 
to the advancement of physics by independent, original research, or who have rendered 
some other special service to the cause of the science which is considered equivalent 
to such investigations. The fulfilment of these qualifications shall be determined by an 
examination of the published works of the candidate. 

3. There may be elected to membership persons of any of the following classes: 
(a) graduate students specializing in physics; (b) teachers of physics in colleges and 
secondary schools who have not yet completed investigations which warrant election 
to fellowship; (c) other physicists whose work of investigation is not sufficient for 
qualifications as fellows; (d) persons engaged in lines of work related to physics, such 
as mathematics, astronomy, etc.; (e) persons who are not professionally engaged either 
in physics or related lines, but whose interest and activity in the science would make 
them desirable members. Members have all the privileges of fellows except that they 
may not vote or hold cffice. 

4. Honorary members shall be persons of acknowledged preéminence in the science 
of physics. American physicists shall not be eligible to honorary membership. Honor- 
ary members shall have all the privileges of fellows, except that they may not vote or 
hold office ; they shall be exempt from all dues and assessments. 


ARTICLE IV—ELEeEction or FELLOws AND MEMBERS 


1. For the election of a new fellow or member of the Society, or for the transfer 
of a member to fellowship, a nomination in due form signed by two fellows or members 
of the Society shall be presented at a meeting of the Council and at a meeting of the 
Council, occurring at least two weeks later, the person named in such nomination 
shall receive the favorable ballots of a majority of the Councilors present. The Council 
may, however, at its discretion make election to membership at the same meeting at 
which the nomination is presented. 

2. A nomination for honorary membership shall be made by vote of the Council 
at a regular meeting of the Society, or by a petition in due form signed by not less 
than five members of the Council and submitted to the Secretary. A nomination so 
presented shall be submitted by the Secretary to letter ballot of all the members of 
the Council. For election to honorary membership the nominee shall receive the 
favorable votes of not less than three-fourths of the entire membership of the Council. 


ARTICLE V—OFrricers 


The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, 
a Treasurer, and a Managing Editor. 
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ARTICLE VI—Councit anp Boarp or EpITors 


1. The President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Managing Editor, 
and all those who have at any time held the office of President of the Society, together 
with eight other members to be elected in the manner specified in Art. VII, shall 
constitute a Council, which shall have general charge of the affairs of the Society. 

2. A board of editors, consisting of the Managing Editor and nine other members 
to be elected in the manner specified in Art. VII, shall have charge, under the direction 
of the Council, of the publication of a journal of experimental and theoretical physics, 
to be entitled The Physical Review. The functions of the board shall include both 
the editorial and business management of the journal. 


ARTICLE VII—ELEction or OFFICERS 


1. The officers of the Society and the elected members of the Council and of the 
Board of Editors shall be elected by ballot at the Annual Meeting of each year. At 
least eight weeks before the Annual Meeting the Secretary shall send to each fellow of 
the Society a tequest for nominations, specifying the offices which are to be filled. 
The name of every candidate nominated by not less than twenty fellows shall be 
printed on the official ballot. The ballot shall also contain the name of a candidate 
proposed by the Council for each office and blank spaces in which the voter may sub- 
stitute other names. A copy of the official ballot shall be sent to each fellow not less 
than four weeks before the Annual Meeting. Such a ballot, if marked by a qualified 
voter to indicate his choice, and if returned to the Secretary in a sealed envelope 
bearing the name of the voter, shall be counted at the Annual Meeting. A ballot 
properly marked and endorsed by a qualified voter may be cast in person at the Annual 
Meeting. A majority of all votes cast in person or by letter ballot shall be necessary 
for election. In case of failure to secure a majority for any office, the fellows present 
at the Annual Meeting shall choose by ballot one of the two candidates having the 
highest number of votes for that office. 

2. The term of office shall be one year for the President, Vice-President, Secre- 
tary, and Treasurer, four years for the elected members of the Council, and three years 
for the Managing Editor and the other members of the Board of Editors. Each 
official shall hold office until his successor is elected and has qualified. 

3. No fellow shall be elected as President more than two years in succession. No 
elected member of the Council and no member of the Board of Editors other than 
the Managing Editor, having completed a full term as specified above, shall be re- 
elected until after the intervention of at least one year. 

~4. If an office for any reason becomes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
Council for the remainder of the term. If any elected member of the Council or of the 
Board of Editors vacate his position more than one year before the expiration of his 
term, the vacancy for the unexpired term shall be filled by the Society, by ballot, at 
the Annual Meeting. 


ARTICLE VIII—AMENDMENTS 


No part of this Constitution shall be amended or annulled except by a vote taken 
at an Annual Meeting of the Society in the following manner: Any proposed amend- 
ment to this Constitution, accompanied by a proper ballot form, shall be submitted 
to all fellows of the Society at least four weeks in advance of the meeting at which such 
amendment is to be considered. Every ballot marked by a qualified voter to indicate 
his vote and returned to the Secretary in a sealed envelope bearing the name of the 
voter shall be counted at the meeting. A ballot properly marked and endorsed by a 
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qualified voter may be cast in person at the Annual Meeting. The adoption of the 
proposed amendment shall require the affirmative votes of not less than two-thirds 
of the fellows voting in person at the meeting together with those voting by letter 
ballot. 


BY-LAWS 
ARTICLE I—Dues 


1. The annual dues of fellows shall be fourteen dollars and of members ten dollars, 
payable on the Ist of January. 

2. The membership of each new fellow or member shall date from the January 
Ist nearest to the time of his election and he shall be entitled to receive periodicals 
from that date, as provided in Article VI. 

3. If the dues of any fellow or member remain unpaid beyond a reasonable time, 
the Council, after due notice, shall remove his name from the membership list. 

4. The Council shall, however, have power, by a special vote in each case, to honor 
a member or fellow by placing him on a retired list with no dues, provided such member 
or fellow is not less than sixty-five years of age, and has retired from active service in 
his professorial or other corresponding position. A member or fellow going on the 
retired list will waive the right to receive the journals from the Society. 


ARTICLE II—MeEetincs 


At least four regular meetings shall be held each year, at such times and places 
as shall be ordered by the Council. One of these, to be called the Annual Meeting, 
shall be held on a day to be determined by the Council, between the 26th and 3lst of 
December, inclusive. Notices of the time and place of each meeting shall be sent by 
the Secretary to all fellows and members of the Society. 


ARTICLE III—MEetTInGs oF THE COUNCIL 


1. There shall be a meeting of the Council at the time and place of each regular 
meeting of the Society. 

2. The president shall convoke the Council in special meeting whenever the 
affairs of the Society require it. 

3. A request in writing from five members of the Council shall render the convo- 
cation of the Council obligatory. 


ARTICLE IV—PresipenTIAL ADDRESS 


It shall be the duty of the President to deliver an address before the Society at 
the Annual Meeting next succeeding his first election as President of the Society. 


ARTICLE V—Papers 


1. Only those titles of papers shall be listed on the preliminary program of a 
meeting of the Society for which abstracts for publication are in the hands of the 
Secretary. 

2. A separate program shall be announced for each session, due allowance being 
made for discussion. Each session shall begin with the papers announced for that 
session, even when the program of the preceding session has not been completed. 

3. When two or more papers are offered by the same fellow or member, one only 
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of these will be assigned a place on the regular program, while the others will be placed 
in a supplementary program, to be called for if time permits. 

4. Papers received after the program has been printed will be placed in the 
supplementary program. 

5. Except by special vote of the Society, the maximum allowance of time for the 
presentation of a paper shall be ten minutes. The presiding officer shall enforce this 
rule. 

ARTICLE VI—Journats 


1. All fellows and members of the Society, in full standing, shall receive The 
Physical Review, published monthly by the Society; they shall also receive, without 
extra charge, Science Abstracts, Section A—Physics. Any fellow or member may obtain 
Science Abstracts, Section B—Electrical Engineering at a reduced price, by arrange- 
ment with the Treasurer. (See also note below). 

2. The Physical Review shall not be sent to newly elected fellows or members 
until the Managing Editor shall have received notice from the Treasurer that the dues 
have been paid. 

ARTICLE VII—Commirtees 


The terms of office of all committees appointed by vote of the Council or of the 
Society, shall end on the January Ist next following the appointment, except upon 
special action of the Council continuing a committee. 


ARTICLE VIII—AMeENpDMENTS 


These By-Laws may be amended or suspended only upon recommendation of 
the Council, and by a two-thirds vote of the fellows present at a meeting of the Society. 


(Note: Reviews of Modern Physics, a quarterly journal conducted by the Society, 
is also available at reduced subscription price to members.) 











MEMBERSHIP LIST 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE MAILED 
JUNE 30, 1930 


Total Membership of Society covered by questionnaire.................+-.0c0e- 
ee ES GE SR CUNO © oo. nos 5 5 3 eg de 5 ek oc eo ble eee ade 
Pct. 
*Percentage indicating educational or individual professional connection 66.5 
Percentage indicating industrial or business connection ................ 25.1 


Percentage indicating membership in 


es RUMEN CNN Sg Bcd ors88 5B or sta iea hs ae yea caun Somcgie nanntic Moatercomie 4hs wea 34.8 
aI NII IN oe a oO ences i Se eR ee Re 14.3 
pg Eee eee oe anne ree ee ee Maire AR A «eh 6.9 
Per CE oe os Goo genes ooo ww cing s see nen Pare 2.7 
Ive OF MOTO CNET DBOCIUNES |. oc oso sed cw icewas tvsswesecwecateses 1.5 


Percentage indicating membership in Societies printed on the card 


8 RR re ey er er aren 19.6 
Institute of Radio Engineers ..... bbs easels sb. ptilep ae as AGp atres p aeM a 9.5 
PRORCCICATS STIIORE THOU io ane 5 oo op 0 seve 5:0 0:55 -0 d woe ove ohG RO paler 93 
SU, SU OE FIO, oo on oon sn cdicn scgupekenesaton cease 6.2 
eres 5.9 
American RICtcOrolomicel SOCICEy  . 5. cc eis civ cies ces cecscewecss cus 1.4 


Percentage indicating membership in certain other Societies written in the 
blank lines left on the card 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers ...................... 5.8 
American AStronoeiicdl SOC ioc ec cs Jick cc ccsuescasescevs 1.8 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers ....................... 1.5 
Pmericats BlecteOeeniees SOC cs < 64. oids vscnvicnnssuv cancion dee’s 1.1 
Soctety of Motion Picture Fapimeers: «...5.....055s0cs0ccccccedeees ses 1.0 
American Society of Testing Materials ...................0c.e eee 0.8 
Iilgminating Engmeering Society ........ 2.0500 .cccccccccsccce cece 0.8 
i as aided na weg nda ARAN ON ee TA Sn ee 0.6 
Society of Amtomotive Engineers ... <6 c.ccsccsccecvscssvesewscnssues 0.5 
American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers ......... 0.4 
American Society Of Civil En@imeers oo... ccc ccc ccccsscctsscesecee's 0.2 
American Society of Refrigerating Engineers ..................... 0.2 
Total number of different Societies reported ............ccccccccccsccccsndevetes 
Total number of foreign Societies (including Canada) ................00e0ueeee 
Total number of engineering Societies reported ...............cccecccccvccccecs 


*All percentages computed from total number of cards returned. 
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FELLOWS AND MEMBERS 


Note: A name preceded by an asterisk (*) is that of a Fellow; all others 
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Abbey, B. C., Niagara Falls High School, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Abbitt, William H., Texas Technological College, Lubbock, Tex. 
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*Adams, Edwin P., Princeton University, Princeton, N.J. 
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*Adams, L. H., 2801 Upton St., Washington, D.C. 

Adams, Norman I., Sloane Physics Laboratory, Yale University, New Haven, 
Conn. 

Adamson, W. H., Huntsville, Tex. 

Ahearn, Arthur J., 463 West St., New York, N.Y. 

Ainslee, D. S., University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. 

Akeley, Edward S., Purdue Memorial Union, Lafayette, Ind. 

Albers, Vernon M., Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

Albertson, Walter E., Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 

Albright, C. Leonard, University of Richmond, Richmond, Va. 

Albright, John G., Case School of Applied Science, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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N.J. 
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